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Dear M r  De Shaw 

Thank you f o r  yours o f  December 27th, which I read upon my return from Egypt. 

I still  think t h a t  my s e ~ a n t i c s  can be of hardly any use t o  your soc i a l  work. 
I suspect t h a t  what may have been useful  t o  you is ju s t  t h a t  you found in  those 
books of mine some formal too ls  of universal  app l icab i l i ty ,  and which you could 
have found i n  math. books. 

My main reason f o r  t h a t  be l i e f  is t h a t  my semantics is usefulonly a f t e r  ra ther  
sophis t icated theor ies  have been formulated. It may then be used a s  a too l  f o r  
analysis  o r  even f o r  orderly reconstruction (axiomatization). 

You ask me what I think of your formalization of the  concept of handling. I 
would proceed otherwise, namely thus .  Social  handling, o r  managing, is u l t i -  
mately reducible t o  one person ac t ing  on another i n  view of ce r ta in  goals and 
i n  l i g h t  of ce r ta in  r u l e s  (e.g. l e g a l  prescr ipt ions) .  In  shor t ,  t h e  t yp i ca l  
proposit ion involved i n  handling is of t h e  kind 

Person a a c t s  on person b i n  view of goal  g i n  l i g h t  of r u l e  r 

o r  Habgr f o r  shor t ,  where H is thus  a 4th order r e l a t i on .  I f  t h e  precise 
nature  of t h e  act ion c can be specif ied,  and if  i n  addi t ion t h e  circumstances 
d of t h e  act ion a r e  characterized,  we can attempt t o  transform t h e  r e l a t i on  
i n t o  a function,  namely thus:  

However, s ince ac tua l ly  t h e  ac t ions  of t h e  agents A ' s  on t h e  pa t ien ts  B ' s  depend 
not only upon t h e  external  circumstances, t he  goals, and t h e  ru les ,  but a l so  on 
t h e  i n t e rna l  s t a t e s  of t h e  agents (who a r e  now len ien t ,  now severe, now observant, 
now negligent,  e tc .  ) , t h e  items a ,  b,  d, g, *and r determine a whole col lect ion 
of  possible  a c t  ions Pather than a . s ingle  action. In o ther  words, t h e  range of t h e  
function H i s  not a s e t  C of act ions  but r a t h e r  t h e  power s e t  P(C). 

Such analysis  does say something about handling but t h a t  something is  very l i t t l e .  
It would be convenient t o  specify t h e  function H, i f  not  thoroughly (by means of 
a s e t  of equations) a t  l e a s t  p a r t i a l l y ,  by a t a b l e  with a few en t r ies .  

C r d i a l l y  
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