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Bear Professor Diacoc is 

rrr in=k you f o r  yourns o f  t h e  15th and your o f fp r in t s  and prepr ints .  

I kf~ow Crarn6~'s two text-books from my student days and am happy t o  learn 
t h a t  they  are among your favor i tes  too.  And I ' ll  take a look a t  Jarnes 
3ergsf~) 's  book- Hany thanks f o r  t h e  reference. 

I don ' t  understand xhe solut ions  proposed t o  t h e  t h r e e  pr isoaers  pro3lsn, 
wGch you discuss  i n  your review of Shafer's book. It would seen t h a t '  
= 05 ject;ivis-C would reason as follows. There is probability j u s t  i n  
case t h z e  1s randormess. Now, i n  t h e  case a t  hand the re  a r e  two possi- .. - - .  . ~ r l r ~ r e s :  sithe=. a l l  th ree  prisoners have already been sentenced, o r  only 
B hzs. if  t h e  forme?, a l e a  jacta  e s t :  p r ~ b a b i l i t i e s  cannot c h a ~ g e  a s  a 
r e s d t  of new infornation because the re  were no probabi l i t i es  t o  begin 
-d L L ~ .  :L- If only B has already been sentenced, then there  a r e  two poss ib i l i -  
ties: e i t h z  A an2 C a r e  judged and one of them sentenced, o r  t h e i r  f a t e  
2s Ie-e t o  chance, e.g. t o  t h e  outcome of  a coin fl ipping. In t h e  former 
czse t h s e  a r e  s t i l l  no probabi l i t i es  but only degrees of uncer ta inty.  - i n e  p ~ o 3 a 5 i l i t i e s  e n z g e  alongside t h e  chance process and happen t o  co- . . 
=c~de, :TI ?tiis p r t i c u l a r  case,  with t h e  cacer ta in t ies ,  provided of 
C O - ~ S ~  w e  zre qui te  ce r t a in  t h a t  t h e  coin is fair: otherwise t h e  proba- 
bil52f es x i l l  d i f  Fe? *om t h e  uncerta.int i e s  . 
Behg  a p5ysicis t  I cannot reason l i k e  t h e  subjec t iv i s t s  o r  persona l i s t s  : 
I keep prob&i i i t i e s  (object ive measures of  p o s s i b i l i t i e s )  separa te  from 
-mczx-acntTes (msn td  s t a t e s )  .% If we knw the f o m e r  then w e  must ad jus t  
the l a t t e r  t o  them; but t h e  former cannot be 'movii i f  they do c lot e x i s t  
exczpt i n  wm hag i na t  ion. 

-- ,. 
Othzrxise s t a T i s t i z a l  mechanics, quantum mechanics, genetiics , and o ther  proba- 

b i l k t i e  theor ies  wocld be about our own m e t a l  s t a t e s ,  not about mater ia l  en- 
%;ties wit t h s ~ a .  
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