
W% University 
Foundations & Philosophy of Science Unit 

D r  Michael P Maxwell, Dean 
Faculty of A r t s  

Dear D r  Maxwell 

Some t h e  ago I suggested t h a t  it would be best  t o  zppoint an ou ts ider  
t o  t h e  cha i r  of t he  Dept. of Philosophy. 

I s t i l l  think t h i s  would be a good thhg  provide5 it d id  not prevent 
t h e  Department from replacing Gupta. ?-hen I nado the  proposal I did 
not r e a l i z e  t h a t ,  given t h e  budgetary 5 ~ e e z e ,  we might not ge t  both 
a vice-Gupta and a new person who coul3 take  up :he chairmanship . 
So, unless  it i s  possible  t o  h i r e  another i n  addit ion t o  a 
vice-Gupta, I withdraw my proposal. 

In t h i s  case,  t h a t  i s ,un less  two appoi~tments  ca be made, I s u g ~ o r t  
my colleague Harry Bracken f o r  t h e  chairmanship. I have supported 
him f o r  t h e  same job on other occasions, and I wfsh now to ,  re i t e -a te  
my reasons f o r  my stand. 

Bracken i s  a senior  man who has earned a good re2utat ion i n  t h e  philo- 
sophical community oa t h e  s t rength of h i s  wri t ings .  He is  concerned 
about t h e  departmental a f f a i r s  and has shown hovi t o  handle them a t  
l e a s t  twice a s  i t s  ac t ing  chairman. he i s  or! good terms w i t 5  most 
of us. But perhaps t h e  best  rec~mmendztion for  E-acken is t h a t  he has 
never sought t h a t  jo3 and he does not th ink  t h a t ,  were he t o  ge t  it, 
t h a t  would be t h e  culmination of.1hi.s academic caFeer. In  shor t ,  he i s  
not power t h i r s t y .  He i s  only ha l f  willing t o  do t h e  job. And if ap- 
pointed he w i l l  do a good job. 

Sincerely 

Mario Bunge V 

Postal address: 3479 Peel Street, Montreal, PO, Canada.H3A 1W7 
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