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My d e a r  K a r l ,  

I h a v e  b e e n  i n t e n s e l y  p r o m o t i n g  t h e  s a l e s  of t h e  P-E  vo lume 
THE SELF A N D  ITS B R A I N ,  i n  a  number o f  sympos i a  a n d  l e c t u r e s .  
Not ,  howeve r ,  p r a i s i n g  i t  b u t ,  on t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  c r i t i c i z i n g  
it. I f i n d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  f a u l t s  w i t h  y o u r  p a r t  o f  t h e  b o o k ,  
w h i c h  i s  t h e  o n e  t h a t  i n t e r e s t s  me m o s t :  

1. You d o  n o t  f o r m u l a t e  t h e  t h e s e s  o f  p s y c h o p h y s i c a l  monism and  
d u a l i s m  a s  c l e a r l y  a s  o n e  w i s h e s ,  and  t h i s  b e c a u s e  you r e m a i n  on 
t h e  l e v e l  of  o r d i n a r y  l a n g u a g e .  I t  i s  l i k e  d i s c u s s i n g  p h y s i c s  o r  
c h e m i s t r y  i n  o r d i n a r y  l a n g u a g e  t e r m s .  

2. By r e f u s i n g  t o  d e f i n e  i n  any  way t h e  c o n c e p t s  of m i n d ,  c o n s c i o u s -  
n e s s ,  m e n t a l  s t a t e ,  and m e n t a l  e v e n t ,  y o u r  d i s c o u r s e  r e m a i n s  impre -  
c i s e ,  O f  c o u r s e  o n e  d o e s  n o t  d e f i n e  e x p l i c i t l y  h i s  main  c o n c e p t s  
i n  m a t h e m a t i c s  o r  i n  s c i e n c e :  one  l e t s  p o s t u l a t e s  d o  t h i s  j o b .  
But I s e e  no c l e a r l y  f o r m u l a t e d  p o s t u l a t e s  i n  t h e  book ,  s o  n o  
c o n c e p t  i n  it i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  w i t h  any  p r e c i s i o n .  

3 .  B y  i d e n t i f y i n g  m a t e r i a l i s m  w i t h  t h e  d o c t r i n e  t h a t  men a r e  
m a c h i n e s ,  you e r e c t  a  s t r a w  man. T h i s  was n o t  t h e  v i e w  o f  E p i -  
c u r u s  o r  L u c r e t i u s ,  n o r  t h a t  o f  D i d e r o t  o r  d ' H o l b a c h  o r  Darwin .  
You f a v o r  emergence  b u t  d o  n o t  d i s c u s s  e m e r g e n t i s t  m a t e r i a l i s m .  

3 .  You d o  n o t  t a k e  i n t o  a c c o u n t  t h e  many a r g u m e n t s  - f o r  m a t e r i a l i s m  
p r o p o s e d  b y  e m i n e n t  p h y s i o l o g i c a l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  o f  t h e  Donald Hebb 
s c h o o l ,  wh ich  i s  t h e  c l o s e s t  t o  n e u r o p h y s i o l o g y .  

4. You pay  n o  a t t e n t i o n  t o  a n y  of  t h e  many n e u r a l  m a t h e m a t i c a l  
m o d e l s  p r o p o s e d  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  2 0  y e a r s .  Some o f  them a r e  c a p a b l e  
o f  e x p l a i n i n g  c e r t a i n  b r a i n  f u n c t i o n s  a s  b r a i n  p r o c e s s e s .  Of 
c o u r s e  t h e r e  i s  s o  f a r  no c o m p r e h e n s i v e  s a t i s f a c t o r y  t h e o r y  o f  
t h i s  t y p e .  However, p e o p l e  a r e  work ing  on it and some r e s u l t s  
a r e  p r o m i s i n g .  Dual i sm makes n o n s e n s e  o f  a l l  t h i s :  it s t o p s  
r e s e a r c h  a l o n g  t h i s  l i n e .  
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I a g r e e  o f  c o u r s e  t h a t  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  i d e n t i t y  t h e o r y , a s  p r o p o s e d  
by p h i l o s o p h e r s  ( i n  p a r t i c u l a r  F e i g l ) ,  i s  f u z z y .  

0 C, 
However, d u a l -  

c i s t s  h a v e  n o  t h e o r y  ( h y p o t h e t i c o - d e d u c t  i v e  s y s t e m )  e i t h e r .  And 
a, 

" 3  i n  a n y  c a s e  d u a l i s m  h a s  b e e n  b a r r e n  o r  w o r s e ,  b y  l e a v i n g  t h e  whole  

5. You a r e  a s  s o f t  on t h e  E S P  c h a r l a t a n s  a s  you a r e  h a r d  on ma- 
t e r i a l i s t s .  

0 o  ,-- s u b j e c t  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e o l o g i a n s  and p h i l o s o p h e r s .  
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On t h e  o t h e r  
hand  m a t e r i a l i s m  i s  t h e  p h i l o s o p h y  b e h i n d  p h y s i o l o g i c a l  p s y c h o l o g y ,  
p s y c h o c h e m i s t r y ,  n e u r o l o g y ,  e t c . :  it i s  f e r t i l e  whe re  dualism i s  
b a r r e n .  
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