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Re: Account # T22 5993 187 

D e a r  Minister, 

Revenue Canada has disallowed t h e  depreciation of my-research l ib ra ry ,  de- - 
nranding t h a t  I pay $6,390.05 i n  back taxes and iiiterests. Presumably, t h i s  
is t o  be followed by a s imilar  demand on the  part  of the  Qukbec revenue 
authori ty .  The t o t a l ,  about $13,000, is a staggering amount f o r  a scholar 
who is about t o  r e t i r e .  I have s ta r ted  t o  pay up because I cannot afford 
h i r ing  a t a x  lawym. However, I do appeal t o  you, suggesting t h a t  productive 
scholars should be protected r a t h e r  than harassed since,  a f t e r  a l l ,  t he re  
a r e  not t h a t  many i n  our country. 

Disallowing t h e  depreciation of a research l ib ra ry  is t h e  equivalent of 
disallowing t h e  depreciation of t h e  tob l s  and machines of a factory. Books 
and journals a r e  t h e  main t o o l s  of t h e  scholar. They become quickly obsolete-- 
pa r t i cu la r ly  i n  t h e  case of s c i e n t i f i c  publications--, so they must be replaced 
unless  one is t o  remain behind i n  h i s  knowledge. I submit t h a t ,  by disallowing 
t h e  depreciation of research l i b m r i e s ,  Revenue Canada is discriminating against 
scholars7-and deservedly ge t t ing  a very bad press. 

I hope you w i l l  understand my point and ins t ruc t  your service t o  review my 
case as well  a s  t h e  caees of many other scholars i n  a s imi lar  s i tua t ion .  

~ r o t h i n ~ h a m  Professor of Logic & Met aphys.ics 

Postal address: 3479 Peel Street, Montreal, PO, Canada H3A 1W7 
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