
NEEDS AND WANTS 

I f  man sought t o  s a t i s f y  only h i s  needs t he r e  would be Par l e s s  soc i a l  
and p o l i t i c a l  s t r i f e .  But, as Robin Fox has  sa id ,  man could almost 
be defined as t h e  animal t h a t  w a n t s  things. And some of t h e  th ings  - 
he wants he r e a l l y  does not need -- o r  they a r e  needed by others. 
Hence t h e  s t r i f e .  A s  Fox says  ( " ~ a t i o n a l  e t h i c s  and human nature", 
In tern .  Symposium on Ekhice i n  an Age of Pervasive Technology, Technion, 
Haifa,  Dec. 19741, "Our problem is t h a t  because of t h e  dominance of 
wants -- wishes, de s i r e s ,  a sp i ra t ions  and utopias  -- we have l o s t  touch 
with our needs; l o s t  touch t o  t h e  extent t h a t  we constantly s a c r i f i c e  
needs t o  wants". . . . " in  order t o  r e s t  o re  our humanity, i n  order t o  
j e t t i son  outrageous wants and re tu rn  t o  t h e  s a t i s f ac t i on  of bas ic  
needs, we may have t o  cut  through a Gordian knot of l c i t i l i e e d l  behavior 
and i ndus t r i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t ha t  have outsfbipped our capacity t o  handle 
them." A n a t u r a l i s t i c  e t h i c s  should eschew utopian expectations, u t i l i t a -  
rian formulas, and theological  v i s tas :  i t  should be conceived i n  terms 
of what we know about human nature -- i n  terms of needs r a the r  than of - 
wants fos tered by ncivi l iza t ion" .  (!Phis is an abst ract  of R.Fox.) - 
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