
ROOTS OF MORAL PRINCIPLES 
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Moral p r i n c i p l e s  have b io log ica l ,  s o c i a l ,  and r a t i o n a l  

Biologica l  r o o t s  : 

t r e a t e d  f a i r l y  and equi tably  (which c a l l s  f o r  

i n  handling a job ( requi red  by d iv i s ion  of 

of reward), need t o  keep aociety together, 

and excessive competi t ion 8 

and philosophers have sometimes sug- 

ges ted  o r  introduced~.moral  reforms on t h e  b a s i s  of  moral and soc io log ica l  

arguments--e.g. t h a t  t h e  death  penalty i s  counterproductive because it 

i n v i t e s  cr iminals  t o  e l iminate  poss ib le  witnesses.  
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