
MORAL EDUCATION &THE SOCIALIZATION PROCESS 

Moral education i s  a  component of t h e  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  process,  which 

s t a r t s  a t  b i r t h  and continues throughout t h e  ind iv idua l ' s  l i f e .  Accord- 

ing  t o  some s o c i a l  psychologists ,  t h e  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  process cons i s t s  i n  

l ea rn ing  t h e  r u l e s  of t h e  s o c i a l  game t o  t h e  point  of " in ternal iz ing"  them 

and of f e e l i n g  g u i l t y  when v i o l a t i n g  them. This i s  c e r t a i n l y  p a r t  of 

t h e  process,  but  not t h e  whole of it, j u s t  as  l ea rn ing  t o  wr i t e  involves t h e  

mastering of t h e  r u l e s  of  grammar, which a r e  however i n s u f f i c i e n t  t o  ensnre 

( a )  
good wri t ing .  Moral education involves a l s o l t h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  of moral sen- 

s i b i l i t y  (sympathy, compassion, benevolence, sense of f a i r n e s s ,  ) 

and ( b )  learning t o  pose, discuss and solve  moral problems i n  t h e  

l i g h t  of r u l e s ,  reason,  and experience, a s  we l l  as  of moral s e n s i b i l i t y .  
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