
EUTHANASIA 

Euthanasia i s  frodwned upon by most people f o r  a  v a r i e t y  of reasons, some v a l i d ,  

o thers  inva l id .  However, it i s  widely prac+ised not only among some pr imi t ive  

s o c i e t i e s  but i n  our own. I n  f a c t ,  nearly every publ ic  hosp i t a l  denies c e r t a i n  

expensive treatments t o  t h e  e l d e r l y  ill. For example, a  poor man i s  unl ikely  t o  

obta in  a coronary bypass o r  a  h i p  replacement: t h e s e  a r e  luxur ies  t h a t  only t h e  r i c h  

can a f fo rd .  

The usual  argument f o r  denying expensive treatment t o  t h e  e lde r ly  ill i s  t h e  sca rc i ty  

of resources:  s ince  t h e r e  i s  only so  much t h a t  soc ie ty  can af ford  t o  pay f o r  hea l th  

ca re ,  t h e  l a t t e r  has got t o  be  ra t ioned.  However, t h i s  argument presupposes t h a t  
scarce  but  

t h e  resources a r e  scarce,  and it may be argued t h a t  they a r e  not /  i l l - d i s t r i b u t e d ,  



the  r i c h  g e t t i n g  more than t h e i r  f a i r  share. One may argue t h a t  t h e  problem 

woad  hardly a r i s e  i f  nuclear  peace were a t t a ined ,  and i f  t h e  waste of n a t u r a l  reso-ces 

were t o  be put a  s top t o .  S t i l l ,  t he re  would always be  cases where it would be l eg i -  

t imate t o  ask whether it would be worth while f o r  soc ie ty  t o  inves t  i n  a l i f e  t h a t  

could be of no use t o  anyone, not even t o  t h e  p a t i e n t  himself,  as  i s  t h e  case of a  

person unable t o  walk by himself ,  t o  th ink c l e a r l y ,  o r  even t o  have normal d e s i r e s .  

In  such cases euthanasia may prove t o  be t h e  s a t i s f a c t o r y  so lu t ion  t o  everyone concernec 

though with th ree  important provisos proposed by  att tin (1987): ( a )  preservat ion of 

choice, i . e .  t h e  a c t  must be voluntary r a t h e r  than forced;  ( b )  no f ixed  age of death 

(say 65 o r  8 5 ) ;  and ( c )  public awareness. 
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