
OVERPOPULATION 
I 

A l l  b i o l o g i s t s  know t h a t  , unless  checked, a  biopopulat ion w i l l  grow u n t i l  

it f i l l s  i t s  ecologica l  n iche ,  and t h a t  i n  t h i s  process it may dislodge o ther  

biopopulat ions competing f o r  t h e  same niche.  Once t h e  biopopulat ion has a t t a ined  

t h a t  maximum, it remains s tagnant  i n  numbep-until t h e  resources i n  t h e  niche 
I 

s t a r t  t o  dec l ine ,  e i t h e r  becauae tBey a r e  not  renewable o r  pecause they reproduce 

a t  a  lower r a t e  than t h e  r a t e  a t  which they a r e  consumed. Fiankind is  p rec i se ly  
I 

on t h e  br ink  of f i l l i n g  i ts  n iche  t o  capaci ty ,  and o f  exploi t ing  it t o  in tens ively ,  

t h a t  it is dislodging ( a c t u a l l y  e l iminat inp)  a  number of o ther  species ,  and t h a t  

I 

it is rendering t h a t  A, n i c k  u n f i t  f o r  i ts  own p o s t e r i t y .  A t  t h e  same time, humans 

a r e  t h e  only organisms capable of understahding t h i s  elementary t r u t h  ana of 

t ak ing  measures t h a t  would enable humankind t o  continue l i v i n g  on & t h  f o r  aevera l  



I more mi l l ion  years .  The only o b s t a c l e  s o  far a E  greed--the l u s t  f o r  economic 

and p 6 i l i t i c a l  power--the super st it i f  ion t h a t  " the more t h e  merrier" ,  and t h e  

anthropocentr ic  moral i ty involving t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  we can do with l'our'v p lanet  

exact ly  a s  we wish. I n  shoet ,  unless  we a l t e r  r a d i c a l l y  our own a t t i t u d e s  and 

b e l i e f s  concerning t h e  use  o f  t h e  environment, we a r e  doomed t o  e x t i n c t i o n .  

II 


	AR_UBA_FCEN_MB_SecPI_SerFT_026_pag001.tif
	AR_UBA_FCEN_MB_SecPI_SerFT_026_pag002.tif

