
THE FRAGMENTATION OF MORALS AND OF MORAL PHILOSOPHY 

Even t h e  most nihive soc ia l  observers must admit t h a t  i n  every modern 

soc ie ty  the re  i s  a p l u r a l i t y  o f  moral codes. Th is  moral fragmentat ion 
* 0  d ; d ~ i h  #) h6w y d /  o/ 

of modern soc ie ty  i s  i n  p a r t  a r e s u l t  ofbsocial s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  and soc ia l  

c o n f l i c t .  And i n  t u r n  it i s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  fragmentat ion o f  contemporary 

moral philosgpohy: IIMor%l philosophy, as it i s  dominantly understood, r e f l e c t s  
t h e  debates and disagreements o f  t h e  c u l t u r e  so f a i t h f u l l y  t h a t  i t s  contro- 
ve rs ies  t u r n  o u t  t o  be unset table j u s t  i n  t h e  way t h a t  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  and 
moral debates themselves are1' (Maclntyre 1984 p. 252). IfThe h i s t o r y  of 
morality-and-moral-philosophy i s  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  successive chal lenges t o  
some p re -ex i s t i ng  mpral order, a h i s t o r y  i n  which t h e  quest ion o f  which 
pa r t y  defeated t h e  o the r  i n  na$ional argument i s  always t o  be d is t ingu ished 
from t h e  quest ion  o f  which pa r t y  re ta ined  o r  gained soc ia l  and p o l i t i c a l  
hegemonyf1 ( i bid.  p. 269 1. 
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