
ALTRUISM NOT A BASIS FOR MORALITY 

b i v  1 o r e n  49 
Altruism i s  not a realistic bas i s  f o r  a universal  moral code because 

f i  
one+s own 

self-preservation and, i n  general ,  t he  tendency t o  s a t i s f y  h)h basic  

needs and those of h i s  k in ,  i s  stronger than t h e  soc i a l  " ins t inct" .  

Rather than demanding t h a t  every man s a c r i f i c e s  himself f o r  t he  good 
fhe w e e k  +. 

of others ,  we should redesi-gn socie ty  so thatAsuch s ac r i f i c e s  be mini- 

mized, and be c l ea r ly  seen t o  be i n  t he  ind iv idua l ' s  own in t e r e s t .  For 

ins tance,  i f  I believe i n  democracy then I a l s o  believe t h a t  it i s  i n  my 

own i n t e r e s t ,  as  well  as i n  t h a t  of my family, t h a t  I devote some of my 

time t o  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  aiming a t  increas ing t h e  general welfare. 
and heroes 

I n  sum ;, s ince  only sa in t s /can  be thoroughly a l t r u i s t i c ,  and s a in t s  and heroes 

a r e  i n  shor t  supply, boundless a l t ruism i s  not a possible bas is  fo r  morality 

On t h e  other  hand bounded o r  l imi ted a l t ruism i s  possible and necessary. 
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