
IMMORAL ACTIONS 

Immoral ac t ions  a r e  o f  two kinds: r e l a t i v e  ( o r  culture-bound) and absolute  

( o r  t r a n s - c u l t u r a l )  . A r e l a t i v e  immoral a c t i o n  is one t h a t  breaks some 

p a r t i c u l a r  moral code. An absolute  immoral ac t ion  is one t h a t  v i o l a t e s  any 

of  t h e  abso lu te  o r  un ive r sa l  moral p r i n c i p l e s .  For example, adu l t e ry ,  

t h e f t ,  and a r e  immoral r e a a t i v e  t o  most bu t  no t  a l l  

moral codes. On t h e  o t h e r  hand a breach of t h e  Cblden Rule i s  an absolute 

(un ive r sa l )  immorality. 
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