
MORALITY AS UNIVERSAL PREFERENCE, OR DEMOCRATIC POSITIVISM 

The d o c t r i n e  t h a t  may be c a l l e d  'democrat ic  p o s i t i v i s m 1  equates 

m o r a l i t y  w i t h  general  preference.  Accord ing t o  it, it i s  m o r a l l y  r i b h t ,  

o r  even o b l i g a t o r y ,  f o r  me t o  do A r a t h e r  t han  B i f f  ( a )  I p r e f e r  A t o  

B and ( b )  I  make sure  t b a t  anyone e l s e  would, i f  a f f e c t e d  by t h e  a c t  and 

under s im i  l a r  c i rcumstances, p r e f e r  A t o  B. Something o f  t h e  s o r t  has 

bebn advocated by Hare ( 1976)  under t h e  dubious name o f  I u t i  l i t a r i a n i  sml. 

The t r o u b l e s  w i t h  t h i s  view a r e  t h a t  ( a )  it equates mora ls  w i t h  custom, 
( b )  

and consequent ly  dakes no room f o r  r a t i o n a l i t y  and moral c r i t i c i s m .  

(See f u r t h e r  c r i t i c i s m s  i n  Brandt  1979 pp. 230 f f . )  
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