
HUMANISM 

~ c c r l ~  or  
Humanism, i n  opposi t ion t o  theism, holds ( a )  - a n a t u r a l i s t i c  ( a s  opposed 

A 

t o  a  s p p e r n a t u r a l i s t i c )  world view, and (b )  - t h e  t h e s i s  t h a t  human values,  in 

p a r t i c u l a r  moral va lues ,  a r e  man-made, n o t  e i t h e r  God-given o r  se l f - ex i s t en t  
a 

(Kurtz 1973). Our own kind of humanism is  s c i e n t i s t i c  and democratic - It 
b 

i s  s c i e n t i s t i c  f o r  holding t h a t  s c i e n t i f i c  research  is t h e  b e s t  rbad t o  t r u t h  
--as we l l  a s  t h e  bes t  a n t i d o t e  aga ins t  ax io log ica l  and moral dogmatism. 

of va lues  and moralsf (But of  course ( a )  s c i -  

p e r f e c t i b l e ,  and (b)  although valuat ions  and moral 

norms can be i n s p i r e d  i n ,  and t e s t e d  by, s c i e n t i f i c  research ,  they a r e  not  

automatic r e s u l t s  o f  i t - - j u s t  a s  modern technology, though based on science,  

is  not  an automatic r e s u l t  of it. ) F i n a l l y ,  our humanism i s  aemocrat ic  f o r  - A 

holding t h a t  t h e  human condit ion can be  improved through grpsspoots- p o l i t i c a l  

a c t  ion 

P a r t i c i p a t  ion and $b~ernment al/ - aiming a t  t h e  equal  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  of a l l  



to material and c u l t u r a l  weal th.  
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