
METHODS FOR DESIGNING THE OPTIMAL SOCIETY 

The scho la r s  who have s t u d i e d  problems concern ing  t h e  design o f  e i t h e r  j u s t  

o r  e f f e c t i v e  ( o r  o f  j u s t  and e f f e c t i v e )  s o c i a l  regimes can be grbuped i n t o  

f i v e  d i f f e r e n t  c l asses  acco rd ing  t o  t h e  method t h e y  have chosen: 

( i )  i n t u i t i o n i s t s ,  o r  users  o f  t h e  "method" o f  Verstehen; 

( i i )  i d e o l o g i s t s ,  o r  f o l l o w e r s  o f  a  g i v e n  ideology; 

( i i i )  e m p i r i c i s t s ,  o r  d a t a i s t s ;  

( i v )  na i ve  r a t i o n a l i s t s ,  o r  b e l i e v e r s  i n  The usefu lness o f  imag in ing  an i n i t i a l  

s o c i a l  c o n t r a c t  s t r u c k  by r a t i o n a l  and w e l l  informed i n d i v i d u a l s  i n t e n t  on e i t h e r  

maximiz ing t h e i r  u t i l i t i e s  o r  on b u i l d i n g  a  s t a b l e  community; TOP 



( v )  s c i e n t i f i c  r e a l i s t s  
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