
SITUATIONAL ETHICS 

S i t u a t i o n a l  e t h i c s  is t h e  family of  e t h i c a l  doc t r ines  sharing t h e  

p r i n c i p l e  t h a t ,  given t h e  enormous v a r i e t y  and u n p r e d i c t a b i l i t y  of moral 

c o n f l i c t s ,  one should always a c t  pragmatical ly and on a  case-by-case b a s i s  

r a t h e r  than  on f ixed r u l e s .  S i t u a t i o n a l  e t h i c s  opposes i n f l e x i b l e  deonto- 

l o g i c a l ,  r u l e - u t i l i t a r i a q n ,  and o t h e r  systems. 

The advantage of a  s i t u a t i o n a l  e t h i c s  is t h a t  it demands ;m in-depth 

study of each case, minimizes t h e  r i s k  of miscarr iages  of  j u s t i c e ,  

and maximizes compassion (because of i t s  extens ive  use  of  empathy). Its 

disadvantage i s  t h a t  it may l ead  t o  excessive leniency and even t o  a r b i t r a r i -  

ness.  The r u l e s  and s tandards  should be uniform and l a i d  down in  advance 

(un less  t o t a l l y  novel s i t u a t i o n s  a r i s e )  r a t h e r  than b e h g  l e f t  t o  t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  

of t h e  individual ,  a s  is u s u a l l y  t h e  case  with c h a r i t y .  
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