
ETHICAL EaON ISM AND PLURALISM 

The t r a d i t i o n a l  e t h i c a l  sys tems h a r e  a11 been monis t ic ,  i n  

t h e  sense  t h a t  they have f o s t e r e d  t h e  adopt ion o f  a s i n g l e  

moral code f o r  a l l  age  and occupat ion groups. T h i s  i s  q u i t e  

u n r a a l i s t i c ,  because t h e r e  are as many behavior p a t t e r n s  +sx 

i n  each s o c i e t y ,  as age  groups,  c tu l tu ra l  groups,  obcupa t iona l  

groups,  e t c .  Moreover, as sug&eafed by IS. 0.  Wilson, soc iob io log  

p. 5638 " i f  shou ld  be o f  s e l e c t i v e  advantage f o r  young ch i ld ren  
t o  be s e l f - c a n t e r e d  and r e l a t i v e l y  d i s i n c l i n e d  t o  perform a1- 
t r u i s t i c  a c t s  based on pe r sona l  p r i n c i p l e .  S i m i l a r l y ,  adoles-  
c e n t s  should ba more t i g h t l y  bound by age-peer bonds wi th in  
their o m  sex  and hence unusua l ly  s e n s i t i v e  t o  pee r  approval .  
The readon i s  tha t  a t  t h i s  t ime gmeater ad ran tage  accrums t o  
t h e  format ion  o f  a l l i a n c e s  and rise i n  s t a t u s  than l a t e r o ,  when 
s e x u a l  and p a r e n t a l  mora l i t y  become t h e  paramount de te rminants  
of f i t n e s s . *  P. 564s ...mno s i n g l e  set o f  moral s t anda rds  can 
be a p p l i e d  t o  a11 human popu la t ions ,  l e t  a l o n e  a11 sex-age 
c l a s s e s  w i t h i n  e a c h  populat ion.  To impose r uniform code i s  



therefore to  create complex, intractable moral dilemau8--these, 
of course, are the cirrant condition of mankind., 
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