
MAGIC AND RELIGION 

Magic and r e l i g i o n  a r e  a l i k e  i n  t h a t  bo th  i n v o l v e  b e l i e f s  i n  agents and 

f o r ces  t h a t  escape n a t u r a l  law, and i n  p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  can a t t a i n  what 

work and r e f l e x i o n  cannot. Bu t  magic and r e l i g i o n  a r e  m o r a l l y  q u i t e  

d i f f e r e n t :  whereas t h e  former i s  a  p u r e l y  p r i v a t e ,  hence s e l f i s h ,  a f f a i r ,  

r e l i g i o n  i s  l a r g e l y  a  s o c i a l  a f f a i r :  it invo l ves  a  m o r a l i t y  t h a t ,  i n  some 

cases, leads us t o  a c t i n g  i n  an u n s e l f i s h  way (Bergson 1932 pp. 183). 
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