
VIRTUE & SIN 

"Vir tue  is  t h a t  which favors  t h e  progressive evolut ion of t h e  species  

and of l i f e  i n  general ,  sin whatever promotes i t s  regress ive  evolut ion.  

Vir tue  a f f i rms  l i f e ,  sin denies  it" (A. Bunge 1915 p. 130).  

(3;.  "I 
DEFINITION An a c t i o n  is  v i r tuous  iff if i$ ma w"L~  flI& 'I i*fi 

( i )  it b e n e f i t s  o thers  ; 

ianocc *+/ 
( i i )  it does no t  hur t  &heras .except poss ib ly  t h e  agent himself ;  

( i i i )  it i s  no t  a duty.  

DEFINITION An a c t  ion i s  s i n f u l  i f f  i b  i/ l*@4 ='I1 
( i )  it b e n e f i t s  nobody but t h e  agent ; 

(T i )  i ,t h-s ~ * ' ) ~ O C C ' ~ + J ' ,  



COROLLARY 1 Doing one 's  duty i s  not  v i r tuous  even if it involves s a c r i f i c e  

(because duty is t h e  p r i c e  of r i g h t s ) .  

4 
COROLLARY 2 Hurting ozse l f  i s  not  s i n f u l ,  ii I I I * ~ .  

COROLLARY 3 Suicide is not  s i n f u l  un less  it depr ives  dependents of t h e i r  means 

of l ive l ihood.  
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