
RATIONALITY I'd A COMPETITIVE SOCIETY 

. L i b e r t a r i a n s  and c o n t r a c t a r i a n s  suppose t h a t  a l l  human beings a r e  r a t i o n a l  

a t  l e a s t  i n  what concerns t h e i r  own i n t e r e s t s .  T h i s  b e l i e f  i nvo l ves  a  c o n f u s i o ~  

between r a t i o n a l i t y  and kownledgs. One person may be q u i t e  r a t i o n a l  and y e t  

i gno ran t  o f  s o c i a l  mechanisms. 

. The p r i v i l e g e d  a r e  n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  promot ing e i t h e r  research 

i n  s o c i a l  sc ience  o r  t h e  d i f f u s i o n s  o f  i t s  r e s u l t s ,  f o r  t h e  d i s c l o s u r e  o f  t h e  

( o f t e n  v i o l e n t  o r  c o r r u p t )  mechanisms o f  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  p r i v i l e g e  may provoke 

moral i n d i g n a t i o n  and p o l i t i c a l  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  t h e  maintenance o f  p r i v i l e g e .  

T h i s  i s  t h e  reason t h a t  d i c t d t o r s h i p s  u s u a l l y  d iscourage t h e  s o c i a l  sc iences 

and censor t h e  press, ever  eager t o  d i s c l o s e  scandals .  
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