
BALANCED & UNBALANCED MORALITIES 

, l i k e  hedonism, , such a s  Kant s. 
A r igh t s -on ly  moral i ty  A s  j u s t  a s  unbalanced a s  a duties-only morality./  

A balanced moral i ty  is one where every r i g h t  is  balanced by a  duty and 

conversely,  a s  e.g. i n  t h e  maxim "To each according t o  h i s  needs, and from 

each according t o  h i s  a b i l i t i e s f f .  A r ights -only  moral i ty  encourages s e l f i s h -  

ness  and id leness ,  hence s o c i a l  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  and the re fo re ,  u l t ima te ly ,  

personal  unhappiness. A dut ies-only  moral i ty  encourages s a c r i f i c e  and d i s -  

courages s e l f - f u l f  ilment , hence unhappiness and s o ,  u l t imate ly ,  s o c i a l  use less-  

ness.  Personal  well-being and s o c i a l  peace can only be  obtained by p r a c t i s i n g  

a  balanced moral code. In point  of f a c t  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  mora l i t i e s ,  i n  con t ras t  

t o  t h e  moral systems imagined by some philosophers,  have been more o r  l e s s  ba- 

lanced because no s o c i e t y  is v i a b l e  un less  i t s  members have d u t i e s  a s  well  a s  

r i g h t s .  (See Durkheim 18 
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