
MORALITY : I N  THE SUPERSTRUCTURE? 
-+ \ 

According t o  t h e  m a t e r i a l i s t  conception of h i s t o r y  i n  i ts  Marxian vers ion ,  

moral i ty ,  r e l i g i o n ,  sc ience ,  a r t ,  and ideology a r e  components of t h e  " s p i r i t u a l  

supers t ruc ture"  of  soc ie ty .  However, it is ad mi t ted  t h a t ,  once c rea ted ,  

each such component can break away from i t s  r o o t s  and lead  an indepenent l i f e  

f o r  a while. It i s  a l s o  admitted t h a t  it can r e a c t  back upon t h e  ma te r i a l  

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  i . e .  t h e  economy. 

On t h e  systemic view of  s o c i e t y  (V()1&,4, Ch. 5) t h e r e  is no such t h i n g  a s  

an in f ras t ruc tu re - supers t ruc tu re  d i v i s i o n .  Ins tead ,  every socie ty  can be con- 

ce:+ed of a s  being composed of  four m a t e r i a l  subsystems: t h e  b io log ica l ,  economic 

c u l t u r a l ,  and p o l i t i c a l .  Every one of  t h e s e  subsystems is composed of r e a l  

people and t h e i r  means of production ( e  .g . l i ves tock  and machines) and s o c i a l  



in tercourse  (e.g. weapons and telephones) .  In t h i s  view t h e r e  is no room f o r  
concrete 

moralt ty a s  a separate "sphere" i n  t h e  supers t ructure :  t h e r e  a re  only/moral agents 

who now observe, now break, t h e  moral codes t h a t  they have inher i ted  o r  invented. 

Hence t h e r e  i s  no react ion of moral i ty  upon s o c i a l  ( i n  p a r t i c u l a r  economic) l i f e .  

A l l  t h e r e  is, is t h e  concrete f a c t  t h a t  an individual ,  o r  group of ind iv idua l s ,  is  

now inspired t o ,  now prevented from, observing o r  breaking such codes i n  t h e  course 

of doing a spot  of economic, c u l t u r a l  or  p o l i t i c a l  work. 
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