
OUR RESPONSIBILITY POSTERITY 

We a r e  responsib le  n o t  only f o r  t h e  present  but a l s o  f o r  p o s t e r i t y .  In 

p a r t i c u l a r ,  we have no r i g h t  t o  make p o s t e r i t y  pay f o r  our own f o l l i e s .  

And y e t  t h i s  is e x a c t l y  what most p o l i t i c i a n s  a r e  doing, by allowing f o r  

t h e  unbridled e x p l o i t a t  ion of non-renewable resources ,  the  degradation of 

t h e  biosphere,  and by going i n t o  a debt  t h a t  w i l l  t a k e  generat ions t o  be 

paid .  ( A t  t h e  time of  wr i t ing  t h e  US n a t i o n a l  debt is about 2 , 5  t r i l l i o n  

d o l l a r s ,  and i t s  fore ign debt  above 500 b i l l i o n  and increas ing. )  
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