
RIGHTS & DUTIES : RECIPROCAL DETERMINATION 

Whereas u t i l i t a r i a n s  s t a r t  from r i g h t s ,  deonto log is ts  s t a r t  from dut ies .  Indeed, 

t h e  former take  needs and wants as given, and i n q u i r e  how bes t  t o  s a t i s f y  them. 

On t h e  o the r  hand t h e  deonto log is ts  t ake  d u t i e s  ( o r  perhaps p r i n c i p l e s  o f  j u s t i c e )  

as g iven a  p r i o r i ,  and i n q u i r e  how these r e s t r i c t  t h e  deBires and asp i ra t i ons  o f  

i nd i v idua ls .  I n  o u r  own view n e i t h e r  s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  i s  cor rec t ,  because both 

a r e  q u i t e  u n r e a l i s t i c :  i n  every s o c i e t y  people have c e r t a i n  r i g h t s  and dut ies, 

and t h e  business o f  t h e  m o r a l i s t  and t h e  l e g i s l a t o r  are, o r  ought t o  be, t o  

balance r i g h t s  and d u t i e s  and, more p rec i se l y ,  t o  f i n d  o u t  what are the  minimal 

res t r i c t i o n s  t h a t  must be imposed upon t h e  var ious  r i g h t s ,  so t h a t  they can 

be exercised by everyone r a t h e r  t han  by j u s t  a  few. I n  o the r  words, i n  our  



- - - - 

view it i s  wrong t o  asse r t  e i t h e r  t h a t  t h e  good i s  p r i o r  t o  j u s t i c e  , o r  t h e  

j u s t  p r i o r  t o  t he  good. Instead, good and j u s t i c e  ough t o  go hand i n  hand, 

so as t o  prevent t h e  good o f  some t o  be acqui red a t  t h e  good o f  t h e  others, 

and t h e  j u s t i c e  f o r  a l l  t o  be conquered a t  t h e  expense o f  t h e  happiness o f  

most. Happiness w i thou t  j u s t i c e  i s  misery f o r  t h e  many, and j u s t i c e  w i thout  

t h e  enjoyment o f  l i f e  i s  po in t l ess .and  it can end up i n  c r u e l t y .  
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