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There a r e  f o u r  basic  k inds  o f  r i g h t  o r  l i b e r t y :  b io log i ca l ,  economic, c u l t u r a l ,  

and p o l i t i c a l .  Each such r i g h t  i s  t h e  freedom t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  ( o r  have access 

t o )  t h e  corresponding system or, e q u i v l l e n t l y ,  t o  become a  re latum i n  t h e  re la -  

t i o n s  t h a t  cha rac te r i ze  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  g iven system. Thus a  b i o l o g i c a l  

r i g h t ,  such as t h e  r i g h t  t o  eat, keep warm, o r  reproduce, i s  t h e  same as t h e  

freedom t o  have access t o  food, c lo thes ,  and sexual par tners respec t i ve l y .  

An economic r i g h t ,  such as t h e  r i g h t  t o  work, t o  buy food, o r  t o  own a  house, 

i s  t h e  same as t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  access t o  t h e  economic system. A c u l t u r a l  

r i g h t ,  such as t h e  r i g h t  t o  rece ive  an educat ion, t o  hold r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s ,  

o r  t o  engage i n  i nqu i r y ,  &mounts t o  freedom t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  c u l t u r a l  

system. And a  p o l i t i c a l  r i g h t ,  such as t h e  r i g h t  t o  m i l i t a t e  i n  a  p o l i t i c a l  
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party, t o  vote o r  be vbted fo r ,  i s  t h e  same as freedom t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  

pol it i ca l system. 
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