
A r i g i d  monalist  w i l l  enjoin us ' always prefer  r i g h t f u l n e s s  t o  prudence 

regard less  of consequences. But such r i g i d i t y  can be s u i c i d a l .  For example, 

t h e  morally r i g h t  t h i n g  t o  do f o r  a nuclear  superpower would be t o  disarm unila-  

te ra l lv- -but  t h i s  would hardly be a prudent course of ac t ion.  Whenever a conf l i c t  

between moral i ty  and prudence a r i s e  ? - 6- m p ~ ~ f i i s e  is c a l l e d  for--though not any 

compromise but only one where mora l i ty  is l i k e l y  t o  w i n  on balance in  t h e  long run.  

a -  I 
In  t h e  case  of  nuc lea r  armament, t h e  r a t i o n a l  so lu t ion  t o  t h e  c o n f l - k t  is gradual 

and un iversa l  duc lea r  disarmament wi th  r e c i p r o c a l  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  
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