
ETHICS: BIOLOGICAL AND SOCIAL ROOTS 

A l l  s o c i a l  animals have behavior pa t t e rn s  t h a t  seem (anthropomorphically) 
t h e  

ruled by moral codes. For example, they condedmurder  of individuals of 

t he  same species+- wliich is understandable, f o r  murder t e a r s  t he  fabr ic  of 

society. Also, al truism o r  t h e  he lp  of o ther  individuals  of t h e  same species  

is ra ther  common. 

Every organiam is born with ce r t a in  propensi t ies  t ha t  a r e  act ivated o r  

inhibi ted by environmental inpu ts  ( o r  l ack  of su i t ab l e  inputs) .  And, 
p a r t l y  

s ince  t h e  environment of s o c i a l  animals ism natural  and pa r t l y  eocia l ,  

t h e i r  behavior is conditioned (though not f u l l y  determined) by t ha t  physico- 

soc i a l  environment. 

Innatism neg lec t s  t h e  environment and environmantalism ignores t h e  inborn 

propensi t ies  ( thpse  "written i n  our genet ic  codew, t o  speak metaphorically) . 



Look up E. 0. WILSON, Sociobiaogy (Harvard UP 1975). 
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