
MORAL INSTINCT: DARWIN ON 

The Descent of  Man (1871). N.  Y.: C o l l i e r ,  1902. 

. D regards t h e  moral sense o r  conscience as  "the most noble of a l l  t h e  a t t r i -  
butes  of man" and seems t o  i d e n t i f y  it with a l t ru ism,  o r  a wish and readiness 
t o  help fellow-anlmals--not a l l  t h e  ind iv  duals  of t h e  same species ,  only k 

I 
those of t h e  same"associationl' ?r~%%u$ia$6s : same as  a f e e l i n g  of r i g h t  o r  wron(l 

. The moral sense i s  t o  D a s o c i a l  i n s t i n c t  and as  such inher i t ed  r a t h e r  than 
acquire6 ( a s  he emphasizes agains t   ill). I 
. Evolution: "any animal whatever, endowed with wel l  matked s o c i a l  i n s t i n c t s ,  I 
t h e  pa ren ta l  and f i l i a l  a f fec t ions  being here included, would inevi tably  
acquire a moral sense or  conscience, a s  soon a s  i t s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  powers had 
become as  we l l ,  o r  nearly as  we l l ,  developed as  i n  man1' ( p .  135 ) . 
. Being i n s t i n c t i v e ,  t h e  moral sense does not r equ i re  de l ibe ra t ion  or  cons- 
ciousness. "On t h e  contrary,  we a l l  f e e l  t h a t  an a c t  cannot be considered 
as  p e r f e c t ,  p r  as performed i n  t h e  most noble manner, unless  it be done 
impulsively, without d e l i b e r a t i o n  o r  e f f o r t "  ( p .  1 5 2 ) .  But whether or  not 
t h e r e  has been de l ibe ra t ion  o r  c a l c u l a t i o n ,  we rank a l l  ac t ions  of a c e r t a i n  
c l a s s  as~omoral, i f  performed by a moral being. "A moral being i s  one who i s  
capable of comparing h i s  pas t  and f u t u r e  ac t ions  or 'motives,  and of approving 

o r  disappproving of them I' ( p .  152) .  
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