
MORAL REFORM BROUGHT ABOUT BY SOCIAL REFORM 

bcnw 
81Pe grea tes t  merit was not t o  invent a "calculus of f e l i c i t y ' '  

but t o  propose t h a t  moral reformation i s  not t h e  r e s u l t  of moral sermons but 

of soc i a l  reform: change t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and people w i l l  automatically adjust  

t h e i r  behavior t o  t he  new society.  Bentham's mistake was t o  believe t h a t  

such changes could i n  t u r n  be caused by fashioning t h e  i n s t i t u t i ons  i n  such a 

way t h a t  t he  pursui t  of individual  happiness would br ing about soc ia l  welfare. 

An e ocentr ic  morality i s  bound t o  c lash with public i n t e r e s t .  The solut ion 5 
l i e s  not i n  subjecting public i n t e r e s t  t o  individual  i n t e r e s t  (egocentrism) or  

conversely (sociocentrism) but i n  a mutual adaptation of t he  two--an adaptation 

t h a t  cannot be obtained overnight but can be a t t a ined  gradually, by a process 

of soc i a l  (eco-ic, p o l i t i c a l  and cul tura l )  reforms. bong these  changes 



reform, and p a r t i c u l a r l y  a  reform i n  t h e  education of moral f e e l i n g s  (e.g.  empathy) 

and moral a t t i t u d e s  (e.g. towards mutual h e l p ) ,  i s  c e n t r a l .  Teach ch i ld ren  t o  r e l y  

en t ike ly  on t h e i r  moral i n t u i t i o n  ( o r  conscience),  and you w i l l  he lp  t o  fashion an 

i r r a t i o n a l  socie ty ;  teach them t o  c a l c u l a t e  exac t ly  t h e  consequences of  every one of 

t h e i r  a c t s ,  and you w i l l  con t r ibu te  t o  &he s t a t u s  quo; t e l l  them t o  seek t o  dominate 

a l l  o thers ,  and you w i l l  push soc ie ty  towards fascism. 
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