
MORAL CONSCIENCE: ADVANTAGE OF HAVING I T  

Does a~r~sxik conscience confer  any advantage on humans: does it favor 

s u r v i v a l  i n  soc  > i e t y ?  This quest ion is  p a r t  of t h e  wider question: 

What advantage, i f  any, does consciousness, i n  p a r t i c u l a r  self-consciousness, 

confer? The advantage i s  t h a t  it he lps  us so lve  t o t a l l y  new problems, X X R X ~ R E ~ K  

posed by unexpected s i t u a t i o n s .  In  confronting such s i t u a t i o n s  we must t a k e  

stock of  our own stock of knowledge, our  i n t e r e s t s ,  our r i g h t s ,  and our d u t i e s :  

we must do what used t o  be c a l l e d  soul-searching. Only such se l f - inves t iga t ion  

can lead  t o  making r a t i o n a l  and moral dec i s ions .  
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