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POTESTAS AGENDI (FREEDOM TO DO) 

DEFINITION Let x be an animal, and y  a  change in  some th ing  (which may 

be x i t s e l f ) .  Then x i s  f r e e  t o  do y  i f f  

e 
( i )  t h e r e  is  ( n a t u r a l  o r  s o c i a l )  l a w ,  o r  s e t  of  laws, r e l t r i n g  x and y; 

I' 
( i t )  t h e r e  a r e  no c o n s t r a i n t s  on e i t h e r  x o r  y  t h a t  prevent x from 

doing y o r ,  -if t h e r e  a r e  any such c o n s t r a i n t s ,  x has t h e  a b i l i t y  and means 

t o  remove them; 

( i i i )  x is not fo rced  t o  do y:  i .e . ,  it is  poss ib le  f o r  x not do do y  . 

Remark 1 The laws mentioned i n  ( i )  can be  causal ,  p r o b a b i l i s t i c ,  o r  

mixed ; and they a r e  n a t u r a l  o r  s o c i a l ,  not  l e g a l .  Remark 2 Reichenbach 

(1959 Ch. VII) attempted t o  de f ine  f r e e  w i l l  i n  p r o b a b i l i s t i c  terms.  But 

t h e  concept of p r o b a b i l i t y  can be used only wi th in  t h e  context of a  d e f i n i t e  



s t o c h a s t i c  theory (e .g .  a  f u t u r e  p r o b a b i l i s t i c  theory  o f  human a c t i o n )  ; f r e -  

quencies ( o r  percentages) can be s t r a y ,  p r o b a b i l i t i e s  a r e  always systemic.  
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