
SOCRATES' EXECUTION 

There i s  no doubt t h a t  t h e  t r i a l  of Socrates was flawed. For one t h i n g ,  

no evidence was pnoduced i n  support of  t h e  accusat ion t h a t  he was g u i l t y  of  

impiety and o f  corrupt ing  t h e  Athenian youth. Most l i k e l y ,  t h e  r e a l  motive 

behind h i s  t r i a l  and convict ion was t h a t  Socra tes  was a spokesman f o r  t h e  

a r i s t o c r a t i c  pa r ty ,  which had only r e c e n t l y  overthrown t h e  democratic govern- 

ment of  Athens and imposed a r e i g n  o f  t e r r o r  backed by t h e  Spartan m i l i t a r i s t i c  I 
regime (Stone 1 9 8 a ) .  Socrat e s ,  then ,  was not  t h e  first martyr of philosophy- 

MU- 
Giordano Bruno, Rather, he was one of t h e  uncounted 

v ic t ims of  p o l i t i c a l  intolerance--his  own i n  t h e  f i rs t  place,  f o r  he f launted  

h i s  contempt f o r  democracy, which involves t h e  r i g h t  t o  f r e e  speech. 

Stone, I .  F. ( 1 9 8 8 )  The T r i a l  of Socrates.  : L i t t l e ,  Brown. 
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