
TOLERANCE OF DEVIATIONS 

Deviations from t h e  norm may be  good, bad, o r  i n d i f f e r e n t .  A s o c i a l  system 

should encourage good dev ia t ions ,  t o l e r a t e  b a d x d ~ ~ a  i n d i f f e r e n t  ones, and 

a l s o  those  t h a t  harm only t h e  deviant  ind iv idua l s .  The con t ro l  mechanism for  

good dev ia t ions  i s  p o s i t i v e  feedback, f o r  bad ones negative feedback. I n  o ther  
inputs  on 

words, t h e  outcomes should a f f e c t  p o s i t i v e l y  the/good deviants ,  and negatively 

t h e  inputs  on bad dev ian t s .  Such mechanisms w i l l  ensure t h a t  good innovations 

a r e  incorporated i n t o  t h e  system and bad ones r e j e c t e d .  The system w i l l  then 

be ab le  t o  advance (make progress) ,  i. e . it w i l l  evolve ins tead  o f  remaining 

stagnant  ( i n  a  s t eady  st a t e  ) . 
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