
EQUALITY BEFORE THE LAW (LEGAL EQUALITY) 

The p r i n c i p l e  of formal ( a s  d i f f ~ r e n t  from moral o r  s o c i a l )  j u s t i c e  is  

t h a t  l i k e  cases  must be  t r e a t e d  a l ike . - -  o r ,  put negat ive ly ,  t h a t  t h e  cour t s  of 
t h e  personal  

law should d is regard  a l l /c i rcumstances  ( i n  p a r t i c u l a r  those  of r a c e ,  c l a s s ,  

and p o l i t i c a l  and r e l i  ious  a f f i l i a t i o n )  . % :  Shor ter  : The law should apply 3 
equal ly  t o  a l l  people. 

This  is of course a  sound e g a l i t a r i a n  p r i n c i p l e .  Regrettably ( a )  it i s  

i n s u f f i c i e n t  t o  guarantee f a i r n e s s  because t h e  powerful need not  r e s o r t  t o  crime 

(though t h e y  sometimes do so  from sheer greed) ,  and (b )  in  a c t u a l  f a c t  t h e  

" s t a t i o n  i n  l i f e f 1  of  a  defendant makes a  b ig  d i f f e r e n c e  f o r ,  i f  he has t h e  

means, he can h i r e  a  good lawyer who w i l l  be  a b l e  t o  ge t  him a  p r e f e r e n t i a l  

t rea tment .  In s h o r t ,  l e g a l  e q u a l i t y  i s  no? s u f f i c i e n t  t o  ensure o v e r a l l  f a i r n e s s .  

But it is necessary t o  f i g h t  f o r  it. 
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