
The p r iva te /pub l ic  d i s t i n c t i o n  is indispensable i n  e t h i c s  and in  t h e  law, 

y e t  it is  not  always chear. Example 1 A boy and a g i r l  s i t t i n g  on a bench i n  

a pub l i c  park a r e  caught k i s s ing .  Example 2 .  A person using a public lavatory 

is caught masturbating. 

In  a l l  t h e s e  cases  it may be argued t h a t  t h e  people concerned were making 

l e g i t i m a t e  use,  f o r  p r i v a t e  purposes, o f  publ ic  f a c i l i t i e s .  (Moreover some 

of them, l i k e  t h e  pub l ic  l a v a t o r i e s ,  a r e  p r i v a t e  places made access ib le  t o  

t h e  public by t h e  publ ic  i t s e l f . )  There is nothing unlawful about such 

a c t i v i t i e s  a s  long a s  they do n o t  harm anyone. On t h e  o t h e r  hand in ter ference  

with them, on t h e  p a r t  of  law enforcer  o r  afiy o the r  people, should be outlawed 

because they encroach on individual  r i g h t s .  
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