
VIRTUE: DEFINITION 

D e f i n i t i o n :  A v i r t u e  i s  a learned t r a i t  o f  charac ter  t h a t  enables one t o  

l i v e  a s a t i s f y i n g  and usefu l  l i f e .  

Note t h e  f o l l o w i n g  fea tu res  o f  t h i s  d e f i n i t i o n .  F i r s t l y ,  v i r t u e s  a r e  

no t  innate  bu t  learned. Th i s  d i squa l i fh phys i ca I  s t renght  and wealth 

as v i r t u e s .  Secondly, v i r t u e s  a re  learned b u t  a r e  n e i t h e r  sk i  I  I s  nor  

items o f  krowledge. Accordingly,  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  and exerc ise o f  v i r t u e s  

a r e  very d i f f e r e n t  from those o f  s k i l l s  and items o f  knowlhdge, even though 

i n  ihII t h r e e  cases some e f f o r t  and p r a c t i c e  i s  needed. Th i rd l y ,  t h e  possessior 

o f  v i r t u e s  does n o t  lead t o  happiness o r  t o  t h e  b l i s s  o f  e te rna l  l i f e ,  bu t  

t o  s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  onesel f  and others.  i n  a g iven soc ie ty .  Four th ly ,  

t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  cou ld  conceivably apply t o  some o f  t h e  h igher  animals. 
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