
VIRTUE: ARISTOTLE ON 

The v i r t u e s  are  s ta tes  of charac ter  and, more prec ise ly ,  d i spos i t i ons  t o  

choose t h e  mean, i.e., t o  avoid excesses and defects.(Nichom. Ethics, Bk. I I ,  

Sects. 5 and 6 ) .  Since t h e  choice o f  t h e  mean i s  a r a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y  

t h a t  demands some knowledge, t h e  exerc ise  of $he v i r t u e s  c a l l s  f o r  reason. 
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