
DUTIES & OBLIGATIONS 

The law speaks of obl igat ions ,  whereas moral i ty  speaks of d u t i e s .  

Thus i n  t h e  Scllthern US before t h e  &g!&mn %r, it was obl igatory  f o r  

a s l a v e  t o  do whatever h i s  master ordered him. A t  t h e  same time t h e  abo- 

l i t i o n i s t s  regarded t h i s  r u l e  a s  immoral, hence they absolved t h e  s&Y6 

who run away from h i s  master: although t h e  s lave  had an ob l iga t ion ,  he 

had no duty t o  remain enslaved. Likewise, we a l l  have t h e  duty t o  support 

our parents  i n  t h e i r  o l d  age, but many do no t  f e e l  t h i s  t o  be an obl igat ion.  

Obligations and d u t i e s  a r e  behavioral ly i n d i s t  ionguishab3e. I. e. , t h e  

mere observation o f  t h e  bahvior of a person i s  i n s u f f i c i e n t  t o  determine 

whether he a c t s  under ob l iga t ion  o r  o u t  o f  i h ~ t ~ r .  
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