
A D  E T H I C S  

A M O R A L I T Y  FOR ROBOTS 

The famous s c i e n c e  f i c t i o n  w r i t e r  I s a a c  Asimov ( I ,  Robot 

(N.Y. : Doub leday ,  1 9 5 0 ) .  f o r m u l a t e d  h i s  Th ree  Laws o f  R o b o t i c s :  

( 1 )  A r o b o t  may n o t  i n j u r e  a  human b e i n g  o r  t h r o u g h  i n a c t i o n  

a l l o w  a  human b e i n g  t o  come t o  harm;  ( 2 )  A r o b o t  must  obey 

t h e  o r d e r s  g i v e n  it by human b e i n g s ,  e x c e p t  where  s u c h  o r -  

d e r s  would c o n f l i c t  w i t h  t h e  F i r s t  Law; ( 3 )  A r o b o t  must 

p r o t e c t  i t s  own e x i s t e n c e ,  a s  l o n g  a s  s u c h  p r o t e c t i o n  d o e s  

n o t  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  t h e  F i r s t  o r  Second  Laws. 

These  commandments a r e  t h e  r u l e s  by which s l a v e s  have  

a lways  s u p p o s e d  t o  h a v e  a b i d e d - - e x c e p t  t h a t  t h e y  s u b s t i t u t e  

"human b e i n g f 1  f o r  " s l a v e  owner f1  and a r e  t h u s  f a r  more u n i v e r s a l .  



What i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  a b o u t  t h e  T h r e e  Laws i s  t h a t  % h e y  e n c a p s u l a t e  

t h e  whole  r a i s o n  d l ^ e t r e  o f  r o b o t i c s ,  which  i s  t o  b u i l d  and  manage 

high-power  , ed  t o o l s  i n  t h e ~ ~ s e r v i c e  o f  man, n o t  i n  r e p l a c e m e n t  o f  i t .  
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