
ETHICS & SCIENCE: TRADITIONAL & NEW VIEW 

T r a d i t i o n a l  view 

Science 

Value-free 
Causal i ty 
Refers  t o  f a c t s  
A i m s  a t  t r u t h  

Laws 
Source of knowledge : research  

Re j e c t  s au thor i ty  
Dis jo in t  from mora l i ty  

New view 

Value-bound 
Causali ty,  chance & te leology 
Refers t o  f a c t s  & i d e a l s  
A i m s  a t  t r u t h  and depth 
Laws & r u l e s  

Source of knowledge: research 

Ethics  

Value-bound 
FReedom and te leology 
Refers  t o  d u t i e s  and i d e a l s  
A i m s  a t  goodness ( o r  happiness, o r  

j u s t i c e )  
Rules o r  norms 
Source of moral wisdom: r e l i g i o n ,  o r  

i n t u i t i o n ,  
Needs au thor i ty  
Independent of sc ience  

Value -bound 

A i m s  a t  goodness & e f f i c i ency  

Source o f  moral wisdom: experience & 
reason 



~ e j e c t s  groundless a u t h o r i t y  
Rules baaed on l a w s  and values 

Research involves moral norms 

Rejec ts  groundless a u t h o r i t y  
Rules based on laws and values 

Moral norms ought t o  be a t  l e a s t  
compatible with s c i e n t i f i c  knowledge 
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