
ETHICS AND BIOLOGY: THE DARWINIANI'IREVOLUTION 

  he Darwinian revo lu t ion ,  which transformed a l l  of t h e  biologkcal  and 

soc io log ica l  d i s c i p l i n e s ,  exerted a profound e f f e c t  on e t h i c s .  It reor iented  

i n  from ideal ism and dogmatism t o  biologism (a  v a r i e t y  of material ism) and 
-pk:e). 

empiricism. This b i o l o g i s t i c  r e o r i e n t a t  ion o f  e t h i c s  was not contained 
a 

within t h e  borders of Western Europe but reached remote coun t r i e s  such a s  

Argentina. Thus my f a t h e r  Augusto ( 1 9 s )  and h i s  brother  Carlos Octavio 

(1919) conceived of t h e  moral law a s  being pr imar i ly  "the v i t a l  imperative", 

and dreamed of a s c i e n t i f i c  e t h i c s ,  while t h e i r  common f r i e n d  Ingenieros 

(1917) sketched a " funct ional  morality' '  without dogmas. A l l  t h r e e  s t r e s sed  

t h e  mutab i l i ty  of moral i ty  i n  %he course of  h i s t o r y  but ,  whereas my uncle 

leaned towards s o c i a l  Darwinism, h i s  brother  and Ingenieros saw 2n social ism a* 

t h e  end of t h e  dark moral tunne l .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y  enough, both Ingenieros and 



I my f a t h e r  imagined a  moral revolut ion  t h a t  would not  onlv l i b e r a t e  man from 

dogma ( p a r t i c u l a r l y  Chr is t tan  dogma) but would r e i n f o r c e  s o c i a l  s o l i d a r i t y ,  

Thi's s o c i a l  dimension was of course' a l i e n  t o  t h e  S t b i c  moral i ty,  which or, 

0 
t h e  o ther  hand enjined people t o  l i v e  according t o  na tu re .  
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