
VALUE THESES NOT ALWAYS SUBJECTIVE 

Most phi losophers ho ld  e i t h e r  t h a t  t h e  adopt ion o f  values i s  subject ive,  

perhaps even a  mat ter  o f  taste,  o r  t h a t  it i s  j u s t  as o b j e c t i v e  as t h e  

acceptance o r  r e j e c t i o n  o f  p ropos i t ions .  A r e a l i s t i c  a x i o l o g i s t  w i l l  

admit that ,  whereas some value theses a re  indeed a  matter  o f  personal 

preference, o thers  a r e  i n  need o f  experience and reasoning, i .e.  must be 

grounded. And, i f  t h e  a x i o l o g i s t  i s  a l s o  a  s c i e n t i f i c  r e a l i s t ,  he w i l l  

admit t h a t  value preferences, whether s u b j e c t i v e  o r  ob jec t ive ,  can be 

expla ined i n  psychological  o r  soc io log i ca l  terms. 
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