
VALUES & MATERIALISM 

It is  genera l ly  bel ieved t h a t  t h e  recogni t ion  of  t h e  s o c i a l  e f f i cacy  of  

va lue  systems r e f u t e s  material ism. Thus, it is sometimes sa id  t h a t  Weber's 

t h e s i s ,  t h a t  protes tant i sm generated capi ta l i sm,  r e f u t e s  Marx's t h e s i s  t h a t  

r e l i g i o n  is  a product of soc ie ty .  While it is t r u e  t h a t  t h e s e  two t h e s e s  

are mutually cont radic tory ,  it i s  no t  t r u e  t h a t  Marx's i s  s t r i c t l y  m a t e r i a l i s t :  

it i s  not  because if conceives o f  r e l i g i o n  a s  an immaterial e n t i t y  r a t h e r  than 

a s  a  s o c i a l  system ( a  r e l i g i o u s  community) and t h e r e f o r e  a m a t e r i a l  one. In any 

event ,  a  cons i s t en t  mater ia l i sm has no d i f f i c u l t y  i n  admitting t h e  s o c i a l  e f f icacy 

of va lue  systems because, t o  him, value systems a r e  "embodied" i n  t h e  people 

who s h a r e  them. 
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