
MORAL AMBIVALENCE OF THE 1965-1975 YOUTH REVOLT 

The youth r e v o l t  t h a t  shook t h e  advanced c a p i t a l i s t  nat ions between 

roughly 1965 and 1975 was morally ambivalent, i n  t h e  sense t h a t  it re jec ted  

not only some outdated and negative values and moral r u l e s ,  but a l s o  some 

permanent and p o s i t i v e  ones. It r e j e c t e d  a r b i t r a r y  au thor i ty  but  a l s o  se l f -  

d i s c i p l i n e ,  it c r i t i c i z e d  t h e  p reva i l ing  work e t h i c  while a t  t h e  same time 

demanding p r iv i l eges ,  it lampooned t h e  s e l f i s h n e s s  of b i g  business but  was 

i t s e l f  t h e  "me generation", it despised luxury but  consumed drugs, it re jec ted  

m i l i t a r i s m  but o f t en  exer ted  v io len t  ac t ions .  
and enduringly 

The youth r e v o l t  i s  now a l l  but spent .  However, it has strongly/influenced 

t h e  outlook on l i f e  and, i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  on work i n  t h e  Western s o c i e t i e s .  
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A s  Buber Agassi (1980) points  ou t ,  anti-authorirarianism"has been t r a n s l a t e d  intc 

E t h e  demand f o r  decreased supervision,  f o r  t h e  r i g h t  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  making 

work r u l e s  and organizing work ( . . . ) ;  i n ~ i v i d u a l i s m  and s e l f - r e a l i ~ a t i o n / g r o w t h  



i s  t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  a t t a c h i n g  g r e a t e r  va lue  t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  choice of  job ,  i n t o  t h e  
demanci f o r  i n t e r e s t i n g  work, f o r  o p p o r t u n i t i r s  f c r l e a r n i n g  and f o r  personal  growth 
through t h e  job ( . . . )  Hedonism and express iveness  a r e  t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  t h e  demand f o r  
l e s s  r o u t i n e ,  l e s s  s t r a i n ,  l e s s  reg imenta t ion" ,  e t c .  
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