
Whereas some economic, s o c i a l  and c u l t u r a l  i n d i c a t o r s  a r e  unambiguous 

o t h e r s  a r e  no t .  For example, t h e  GNP is an ambiguois ind ica to r  crf economic 

welfare because it says nothing about t h e  way t h e  g loba l  wealth i s  d i s t r i b u t e d .  

On t h e  o t h e r  hand t h e  average number of school  years ,  t h e  m i l i t a r y  expenditurt  

a s  a  percentage o f  t h e  GNP, and t h e  percentage of unemploy'ed, are absolute  

o r  unamiguous i n d i c a t o r s .  Likewise t h e  percentage of people who t a k e  pa r t  

i n  p o l l s  where~lvoting i s  not  compulsory, o r  t h e  abor t ion  r a t e  where abort ion 

is l e g a l ,  but  family planning techniques pooorly known, a r e  absolute indica tors- -  

t h e  former o f  p o l i t i c a l  par t  i c i p a t  ion,  t h e  l a t t e r  of backwardness in hea l th  c a r e .  
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