
SOCIAL DISINTEGRATION CAUSES MORAL DISINTEGRATION 

A shared moral code c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  keeping t h e  s o c i a l  group and l a s t s  a s  - 
long a s  t h e  l a t t e r .  When t h e  s o c i a l  group starts t o  break down without 

breaking up o r  disbanding, mores and morals f a l l  a p a r t :  r ec ip roca l  so l ida-  

r i t y ,  sharing,  to le rance ,  and kindness disappear#, and every family,  o r  

even every ind iv idua l ,  starts t o  fend f o r  i t s e l f  i n  a s  mean a way a s  

needed t o  survive.  The s t o r y  of t h e  I k  people--in t h e  corner between Uganda, 

Kenya and Sudan--as t o l d  by Turnbull  (1972) sxemplif ies  t h a t  eloquently.  

A s  long a s  they  could e a t  t h e y  were j u s t  a s  kind t o  one another a s  any o the r  

hunting-and-gathering people; they became mean t o  one another a s  soon a s  

t h e y  a r e  deprived of t h e i r  h a b i t u a l  l ive l ihood .  

Turnbull ,  C. M. (1972) The Mountain People. N . Y . :  Simon and Schuster .  
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