
SOCIAL LAWS3 S O C I A L  RULES, AND MORAL R U I E S  

S o c w  lawg, i . e .  t h e  l aws  a  community s a t i s f i e s ,  a r e  inescapab le :  

they  cannot  be v i o l a t e d  and they  need n o t  be enforced.  If they  fail t o  I 
o p e r a t e  t h e  com u n i t y  d i s i n t e g r a t e s  o r  becomes a  d i f f e r e n t  s o r t  of  soc. I 
S o c i a l  r u l e s  can be broken and rep laced ,  b u t  i n  any ca se  they  a r e  

every member of a  community is  sup-josed t o  #bide by them. I 
f a i l i n s  which he i s  punfihed.  

Moral r u l e s ,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand, a r e  op t i ona l .  An a u t h o r i t a r i a n  moral I 
code i s  a  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  i n  terms. Lf t h e r e  i s  no choice  then  t h e  

a c t  i s  e i t h e r  r d e x  o r  under  compulsion, hence i t  c a r r i e s  no meri t .  

A moral  r u l e  i s  ~ # c h t h B @ t  P$sl@pLblbl~a&a$ion is  go~:d and i t s  negl& 

i s  bad. 

The d i  f ~ r e n c e  is  , etween must and o u ~ h t -  



Waddington's The E t h i c a l  Animal misses  t h i s  p o i n t  by c e n t e r i n g  e t h i c s  
i n  a u t h o r i t y  and respec t .  

Moral r u l e s  supplement s o c i a l  ru l e s .  A good moral code is  one 

t h a t  f i t s  i n  w i th  a  s o c i a l  code and keeps  a  good s o c i e t y  going. 

( ~ n  e f f i c i e n t  moral code on t h e  o t h e r  hand fr need no t  c o n t r i b u t e  

t o  keeping a  good s o c i e t y :  i t  may be the  Mafia 's  code.) 

Moral codes a r e  roo ted  t o  l i f e  and s o c i e t y  bu t  they a r e  n o t  pu re ly  

b i o l o g i c a l  p a t t e r n s ,  i f  only because they  involve  v, 
r i g h t  and wrong, 
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