
AD ETHICS 

FEELINGS MOTIVATING MORAL DECISIONS 

E t h i c a l  research cannot ignore  t h e  f e e l i n g s  motivating moral decis ions .  

In p a r t i c u l a r  we cannot ignore  t h a t  moral decis ions  can be motivated by 

f e a r ,  ha t red ,  greed, o r  love .  We cannot ignore  t h a t  f e a r  paralyzes our 

moral appara tus  and l eads  t o  submission o r  t o  agression;  t h a t  hatred 

leads  t o  des t ruc t ion  and greed t o  exp lo i t a t ion ;  and t h a t  only love can 

b o l s t e r  good ac t ions  b u t ,  unfor tunate ly ,  is more o f t en  preached than 

f e l t  . 





DEEP BIOLOGICAL ROOT OF SOME MORAL DILEMMAS 

The moral dilemma Fight o r  f l i g h t  is o f t en  resolved automatical ly , without 

r e s o r t i n g  t o  any d e l i b e r a t i o n ,  by t h e  sympathetic nervous system: in  f a c t  
s p e c i f i c  

a  / funct ion  of  t h e  l a t t e r  is, a s  Walter B. Cannon found in t h e  e a r l y  yea r s  

o f  t h i s  century,  t o  he lp  t h e  organism i n  emergencies. 
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