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ETHICS & DECISION THEORY

Decision theory is immediately relevant to axiology because of its reliance

on utility theory. But can decision theor} be applied to ethical problems

o deorrss,
without further ado? I doubt it because DT assigns values to ednjeriowes

not to means: it treats means as ethicaddy neutral, which they:;;g not.Le,
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Example. An unemployed person is hungry and wants to eat (objective). He

assigns this goal the greatest value — say unity. He can achieve it in ei-
;_M-o}y\-\f\:ntsc—a
ther of two ways: (a) by getting a job and performing it (probability—6+1)
»
or (b) by stedling(prebability©0:9). If he chooses the first course of ac-
tion then he gets tired and hungrier; if the second, he risks getting caught.

Estimating values and disvalues he conclides that, to maximize his utilities,

he must steal. His reasoning contains no ethics.
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