
ETHICS & DECISION THEORY 

Decision theory is immediately relevant t o  axiology because of its rel iance 

on u t i l i t y  theory. But can decision theorg be applied t o  e t h i c a l  problems 
J 

om L* 
without fu r the r  ado? I doubt it because DT assigns  values t o  

not t o  means: it t r e a t s  means as -- neut ra l ,  which they 3 not .k , 

Example. An unemployed person is hungry and wants t o  ea t  (objective).  He 

ass igns  t h i s  goal the  grea tes t  value - say unity.  He can achieve it i n  e i -  
;+r.c4 . . 

t h e r  of two ways: (a)  by ge t t i ng  a job and performing it (-1 

o r  (b) by s tea l ing(  ) . I f  he chooses the  f i r s t  course of ac- 

t i o n  then he g e t s  t i r e d  and hungrier; i f  the second, he r i sk s  ge t t ing  caught. 

Estimating values and disvalues he conclides t h a t ,  t o  maximize h i s  u t i l i t i e s ,  

he must s t e a l .  H i s  reasoning contains no e thics .  
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